
72th anniversary of 1951 founding 
of Cheyenne League of Women Voters
September 13, 2023, Cheyenne Country Club

Among those celebrating the Cheyenne League of Women Voters’ 72th anniversary were from left, front row, 
Mary Keating-Scott, treasurer; Debra Lee, Laramie County Clerk; Rosalind Schliske, secretary; Keren  
Meister-Emerich, vice president; Mary Guthrie, Lori Brand, Lindi Kirkbride; back row, Judith Semple, Gillette 
LWV; Kelley Pelessier; Joan Anderson, Denise Burke and Liz Rader Haigler.

Lindi Kirkbride, right, shows Cheyenne’s scrapbooks to  
Gillette LWV member Judith Semple. (Photo by Liz Rader 
Haigler)

Rosalind Schliske, right, Cheyenne LWV, 
welcomes state President Nancy Lockwood 
to the Cheyenne LWV’s dinner marking the 
group’s founding in 1951. COVID-19  
prevented celebrating in 2021. (Photo by  
Liz Rader Haigler)



CLWV Secretary 
Rosalind Schliske 
takes notes as Judge 
Nancy Freuden-
tal talks. (Photo 
by Keren Meis-
ter-Emerich)

U.S. District Court 
Judge Nancy Freu-
denthal said the 
LWV is “grounded 
in U.S. founding 
values.” (Photo by 
Liz Rader Haigler)

Nancy Lockwood, left, 
president of the  
Wyoming League of 
Women Voters, joined 
former Wyoming Gov. 
Dave Freudenthal and 
his wife, U.S. District 
Court Judge Nancy 
Freudenthal. (Photo by 
Liz Rader Haigler)

Rosalind 
Schliske 
stepped in 
as MC when 
President 
Kari Eakins 
was unable to 
attend. (Photo 
by Liz Rader 
Haigler)



Treasurer Mary 
Keating-Scott, 
left, greets Joan 
Anderson. Mary 
presented a brief 
CLWV history. 
Centerpieces were 
by Melissa Leger, 
who planned the 
evening along 
with Mary Guth-
rie. (Photos by Liz 
Rader Haigler)

From left are Lori Brand, Roberta Coates, Melissa Leger, Jody Gostas, guest; and Lindi Kirkbride. (Photo by Liz 
Rader Haigler)

From left are Connie Johns, Judith Semple, Margaret Brown, Joan Anderson, Mary Keating-Scott and 
Kelley Pelessier. Judith, Margaret and Joan are sisters who are LWV members in three Cheyenne cities. 
Judith is from Gillette; Margaret is from Laramie and serves on the state LWV board; and Joan is the 
past treasurer of the Cheyenne LWV. Kelley is a past Cheyenne LWV president and state board member. 
(Photo by Liz Rader Haigler)



Above from left are Mary Guthrie, Margaret Brown, Joan Ander-
son and Keren Meister-Emerich. At left, Charles Routt, brother of 
Rosalind Schliske, visits with Denise Burke, who portrays Esther 
Hobart Morris in the CLWV-sponsored A League of Her Own 
acting troupe. (Photos by Liz Rader Haigler)

From left are Marguerite Herman, longtime lobbyist for the Wyoming League of Women Voters; Charles Routt, 
Denise Burke, Debra Lee and Liz Rader Haigler.

Former Wyoming State Sen. Fred Emerich, left, joined Wyoming LWV President Nancy Lockwood and former 
Gov. Dave and Nancy Freudenthal. (Photo by Liz Rader Haigler)



Brief early history of Cheyenne League of Women Voters

The Cheyenne League of Women Voters has a rich history filled with interesting and smart women 
who were eager to learn and share their knowledge on important issues of the day. Some 31 years 
after the national League was founded, the Cheyenne League of Women Voters held its first  

organizational meeting on October 12, 1951. Annual League dues were set at $3, and by December 1951  
there were 71 members.

Gladys (Mrs. Raymond) Jones is credited as the first woman in Cheyenne to think the city needed a 
nonpartisan group devoted to the encouragement of informed citizen participation in government. The early 
League members were trailblazers in identifying important national, state and local issues and in devoting 
time and energy to researching and sharing information.

In the early decades of the League, membership read like a who’s who in Cheyenne. In organizational  
records, members were identified by their husband’s names, and very few women were recognized by their 
first names. A reading of early meeting minutes showed the courtesy title of Miss was used when an unmar-
ried woman was a League member. Generally, League members were not employed but were eager to engage 
in activities promoting civic engagement, voter education and topics of national interest.

The agendas of the early meetings were detailed, and the areas of study were complex. The League was 
encouraged to select agenda items that the national League was researching. Items of research in the early 
years included (1) an analysis of the federal budget and support of fiscal measures for a stable and expanding 
domestic economy; (2) the expansion of world trade and international economic development with maxi-
mum use of the United Nations, and (3) reorganization measures to improve administrative efficiency in the 
development and use of natural resources.

Members of the League were encouraged to stay abreast of Wyoming legislative matters and to observe the 
legislative session. League members made plans for a luncheon for legislative wives and speakers to discuss 
various bills until they were informed by superior League members that such activities were out of line with 
national policy.

The League gained a reputation as an unbiased group with well-researched areas of study.
An interesting fact related to the national League was that after World War II, the League carried out a  

nationwide public support campaign, at the request of President Franklin Roosevelt, to establish the  
United Nations and to ensure U.S. participation. Following the campaign, President Harry Truman invited the 
League to serve as a consultant to the U.S delegation at the United Nations Charter Conference. Today,  
the League still maintains official observer status.

The Cheyenne League had a number of committees. The Voter Services Committee was active in many 
elections. It ran ads urging people to register to vote; printed and distributed How to Vote cards and wrote 
and distributed sample ballots. Members built a Voter Information Booth that made its first appearance in 
1952. The demand for sample ballots was so great the County Clerk began printing hundreds more ballots 
than before the booth became such a prominent fixture prior to elections.

As the CLWV became more successful, by September 1952, 130 names were listed on the roster.
They were indeed trailblazers! In 1953, the League met for the purpose of urging the mayor to call for an 

election for the city manager form of government. At that meeting, member Mrs. Edward Gowdy presented 
a factual history on the city manager form of government. She stated that on September 12, 1947, an election 
was held to determine whether Cheyenne wanted a city manager form of government. That election failed  
by 61 votes.

In 1954, a Colonel Herman of Warren Air Force Base asked the League to participate in the Armed Forces 
Day parade. He furnished a car with a League of Women Voters’ banner on it.

The minutes of early meetings have references to a League of Women Voters’ publication shelf at the library 
and at a downtown bookstore. Several downtown stores allowed space to the League for window displays.

Meetings weren’t always filled with reports on heavy, deep topics. Notes from the early meetings described 
voting to purchase a mimeograph machine. Surely, that was progress!

From those early days, the Cheyenne League has continued to support its mission of voter education and 
voter advocacy and continues to be recognized for its unbiased, nonpartisan work. From our more than  
70-year roots, we look forward to forging a new path into the future using whatever the modern version  
of a mimeograph machine might be!

Mary Keating-Scott, treasurer



Introduction for Judge Nancy Freudenthal

It is fitting that Judge Nancy Freudenthal is this evening’s speaker because she embodies the qualities that 
make Wyoming women great.

Born in Cody, she was raised by a strong mother who ran a successful title insurance company. Judge Freuden-
thal graduated from the University of Wyoming, where she earned a bachelor’s degree in philosophy and a juris 
doctorate. In 2020, she was named an outstanding alumna of UW. For several years, she was an adjunct professor 
in the Wyoming College of Law.

After graduating from law school, she worked as an attorney for intergovernmental affairs for Governors Ed 
Herschler and Mike Sullivan. Thereafter, she was a member of the Wyoming Tax Commission and the Board of 
Equalization. In 1995, she entered the private practice of law with the firm of Davis and Cannon, where she spe-
cialized in energy and environmental law. One of her law partners was Wyoming Supreme Court Chief Justice 
Kate Fox. In 2010, President Barack Obama appointed her U.S. District Court judge for the District of Wyoming, 
making her Wyoming’s first female federal judge. She assumed senior status on June 1, 2022

Her husband, Dave Freudenthal, was governor of Wyoming from 2003–2011, so she graciously served as first 
lady and pursued a busy legal practice. Despite the rigors of her impressive career, she and Dave raised four 
accomplished, happy children. 

Judge Freudenthal has been actively involved in several organizations, including the National Governors 
Association Spouses’ Leadership Committee, Carbon Sequestration Working Group, the Wyoming Humanities 
Council, Western States Arts Federation, the UW Art Museum Board, St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church, and 
Zonta. Judge Freudenthal stays involved with her local Zonta Club, which works to improve the lives of women 
and girls, because as she observed: “I’m really passionate about self-sufficiency for women, girls and children. 
Those are the areas that are closest to my heart.”

Judge Freudenthal is a brilliant legal scholar, who treats litigants and attorneys with respect. Her commitment 
to justice, her state, and excellence is extraordinary.

Mary Guthrie

U.S. District Court Judge Nancy Freudenthal, center, flanked by Nancy Lockwood, left, 
Wyoming LWV president, and Rosalind Schliske, Cheyenne LWV secretary, was the guest 
speaker September 13 for the 72nd anniversary dinner of the founding of the Cheyenne 
LWV. (Photo by Keren Meister-Emerich)



CHEYENNE, Wyoming—A U.S. District 
Court judge for Wyoming told the Cheyenne 
League of Women Voters on Sept. 13 that indi-
viduals are the ones who make the “difference 
in moving the country along to the promise” 
originally outlined in the U.S. Declaration of 
Independence.

Judge Nancy Freudenthal was the guest 
speaker for the 72nd anniversary dinner of the 
founding of the Cheyenne LWV. In describing 
the current “troubling times,” she pointed to 
declining public approval of the U.S. Supreme 
Court and Congress, a looming government 
shutdown, increasing gun violence and election 
fraud claims, worrying climate change issues 
and book banning requests.

Yet “does America remain that shining city 
on the hill?” Freudenthal asked. “A resounding 
yes!” said Freudenthal, who is the first female 
federal judge in Wyoming. She noted the LWV 
is an organization “grounded in U.S. founding 
values.”

In her inspirational speech, Freudenthal 
reminded League members to “honor your 
oath as a citizen” because the highest office in 
the U.S. is that of citizen. For many years, the 

Cheyenne League has participated in the natu-
ralization ceremonies for new citizens overseen 
by the federal court.

On Oct. 12, 1951, the Cheyenne LWV voters 
held its first organizational meeting, and by 
December there were 71 members. Mary Keat-
ing-Scott, Cheyenne treasurer, presented a brief 
history of the organization’s early years, noting 
that by 1952 170 members were on the roster.

“From those early days, the Cheyenne 
League has continued to support its mission of 
voter education and voter advocacy and contin-
ues to be recognized for its unbiased, nonparti-
san work,” Keating-Scott said. “From our more 
than 70-year roots, we look forward to forging 
a new path into the future using whatever the 
modern version of a mimeograph machine 
might be!”

In 2021, COVID-19 prevented the Cheyenne 
LWV from marking its 70th anniversary. The 
delayed celebration at the Cheyenne Country 
Club was attended by Wyoming LWV President 
Nancy Lockwood and Margaret Brown, state 
board member and liaison to the Cheyenne 
group,

Rosalind Routt Schliske.

Cheyenne League of Women Voters
celebrates more than 70 years,1951–2023
Wednesday, September 13, 2023
The pandemic prevented us from celebrating the anniversary 
of our first organizational meeting on October 12, 1951, but  
you’re invited to bring family, friends and former members 
to this party at the Cheyenne Country Club, 800 Stiner Road.
 
5:30 p.m. Cocktails, cash bar
6 p.m. Dinner Buffet

 Two entrées, chicken & cod, rice pilaf,  
 mixed green salad, dessert bar

Program Speaker: Honorable Nancy D. Freudenthal
U. S. Senior District Judge for the District of Wyoming

RSVP by Wednesday, September 6
Send RSVP to Mary Keating-Scott, treasurer

marygaryscott@gmail.com, 307.631.0947
Cost $40 (includes tax and tip) 

pay at door with cash or check to the Cheyenne League of Women Voters; no credit cards

Federal judge 
inspires 
Cheyenne LWV 
on 72nd  
anniversary

2023 Officers Cheyenne  
League of Women Voters
Kari Eakins

President
Dr. Keren Meister-Emerich

Vice president
Rosalind Routt Schliske

Secretary
Mary Keating-Scott

Treasurer


